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EDITORS BIO  

SPECIAL ISSUE: “FOLK CULTURE STUDIES: A COLOURFUL 

JOURNEY OF BANGLADESH” 

Dr. Morve Roshan K.1* & Dr. Md. Habibur Rahman2 

(Both writers equally contributed) 

Corresponding Author: Dr. Morve Roshan K. Email: mrr19qyp@bangor.ac.uk 
Dr. Morve Roshan K. is Assistant Professor (Adjunct) at the 
University of Lodz, Poland. She is an Honorary Research Associate 
at the Bangor University, United Kingdom. She is an Ambassador 
of the International Cultural Salon Association "Creative Visions." 
She was an honorary research fellow of the FEDI, India. She has 21 
research papers, 2 special issues (UK and India) and 1 Guest-
Editorial (USA), 7 chapters, 2 short stories, 1 newspaper article, 2 

interviews, 7 poems, 20 books (translated and edited) and edited 74 Children’s 
Literature books (in Marathi) to her credit. She is engaged with Women’s Anthology 
volumes (4 volumes published and others are under publication), which focused on 
women's issues. She is the co-editor of the popular book, The Suffocating Voices of 
LGBTQIA+. Her interview was published in the Ittefaq Newspaper, Bangladesh and she 
was media-centered (newspapers and NewsChannel’s from India covered news) when 
she published her edited WOMEN vol. I book. She has received many awards for her 
creative writing and her work translated and received international awards. Her poems 
and short stories have been translated into world languages (Malay, Igbo, French, and 
so on) and many have recited poems online on YOUTUBE channels and other platforms. 
She has been cited and acknowledged worldly for her research and writing. She is an 
editorial member, Assistant editor and Managing editor of many journals and 
magazines (including the Scopus and Thomson Reuters). She has been invited 
internationally from the top universities for a lecture. Her 36 papers have been 
presented in international conferences, seminars and symposiums on the issues of 
apartheid, conflict, discrimination, diaspora, postmodern writing, racism and minority 
and marginal literature. Her book has been nominated by Arpita Foundation, India. She 
has worked on 3 projects and received national and international 9 travel grants 
funding. She was a co-convenor of the SICI funded conference. She has acted as a 
convener and shouldered responsibilities as a coordinator of international conferences 
and acted as a judicial member in many award programs. She was the convenor (11) and 
coordinator (6) of conferences and programs. She has great collaborations with many 
well-known unis. and personalities. She is voluntarily working for women and LGBTQIA 
groups foundation to bring gender equality. She has been on academic visits to Asia, 
Europe and the UK. Her research examines greatly focuses on African Literature, Post-
Colonial, Gender Studies, Diaspora, Postmodern writing, Apartheid-Post-Apartheid 
Literature and English and Comparative Literature. She is actively working for gender, 
diaspora and racial marginal and minority rights and equality. 
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Dr. Md. Habibur Rahman2 holds Associate Professor position in the 
Department of Folklore at University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh. His 
Field of interest is Applied Folklore, Cultural Heritage, Social 
Development, Indigenous Knowledge, Ecological Conservation, 
Aboriginal Studies, Gender and Film Studies. He has participated in 
many national and international seminars, conferences and training at 
home and abroad. In 2016, Dr. Rahman joined as a visiting Professor at 

the National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD), Hyderabad, Telangana, India. In 
2017, he worked on Usages of Folklore in Social Development Practice: Bangladesh and 
Kerala Perspective at the University of Kerala, Trivandampuram, India as a Post-
Doctoral Fellow. For research contribution to ethnic minorities, he has been especially 
honoured by United Nations Organization of Japan Asia Cultural Exchange (UNJACE), 
Bangladesh. He worked with some national and international development agencies 
such as SOS International, Transparency International, COAST Trust and Bangladesh 
Research Initiative. Some of the research projects of the Bangladesh Film Archive, 
University Grants Commission of Bangladesh, Small Ethnic Minorities, Cultural 
Academy have been conducted under his direct supervision and direction. Also, he 
works with Bangladesh History Academy, Bangladesh-India Friendship Association, 
Indian Anthropological Society and West Bengal History Sangsad. He is the Chairman 
of Cultural Heritage and Social Studies Research Centre and General Secretary of 
Bangladesh Folklore Research Centre. He developed and was a founding editor of the 
Journal of Cultural Heritage and Social Studies, a peer-reviewed journal dedicated to 
pioneering new research on culture, history and social development. As an Assistant 
Editor, he performs actively with the Canada-based international research journal, 
Bissobanglabikkhon. He has great working experience with scholars, professors and 
research institutions of USA, UK Sri Lanka, Vietnam, India, Afghanistan, Nepal, Bhutan 
and Malaysia Fifteen books and 25 research articles have been published from home and 
abroad. He is familiar with the international arena for his research with high impact 
factors.  
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EDITORIAL CONCEPT NOTE 

FOLK CULTURE STUDIES: A COLOURFUL JOURNEY OF 

BANGLADESH 

 

The folk song of Bangladesh is an attraction of many scholars for its spirituality and mysticism. 

Many other forms can also be explored in art forms, songs, tales, can also explore dance, and so 

on. Its indigenous culture and variety of folk cultural forms attract many tourists to visit 

Bangladesh and are a center for scholars to explore research through anthropologic, 

environmentalists, economic, cultural, religious, ethnic, and other approaches. This oral 

tradition and carries from generation to generation.  

However, this oral literature is now to some extent also can be found in written forms as 

folk songs have been translated into English and so on. In Bengal Renaissance, 18 and 19th 

centuries, many creative artists have been played a major role in Bangladeshi cultural 

development. Significantly, Lalon Shah is the main figure who inspired many thinkers and 

artists. The famous music current artists’ names are Kangalini Sufiya, Fakir Alamgir, Kuddus 

Boyati, Momtaz, and Firoz Shai, all have a great contribution in music to develop the tradition. 

However, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy and Chhayanaut organize folk music festivals and 

play a great role to carry the heritage. Besides this creative part, there are other cultures, local 

food, Urus performances, and ritual performances that are the main content of this special issue 

which are covering these interesting topics.  

The main aim of this special issue “FOLK CULTURE STUDIES: A COLOURFUL 

JOURNEY OF BANGLADESH” is to focus on Bangladesh-related research work—majorly, it is 

to cover the field of folklore studies. This Special issue contains 10 papers, all representing 

Bangladesh society in its colorful way. Interestingly, the topics have been covered in this as a 

reality of commercialization, the impact of tea garden, saint’s legend (a fictitious story), evaluate 

the influence of tea-laborer in society, women's life in folklore materials, the idea of cultural 

harmony to build through folk-culture, Sundarban’s goddess, Kalai Ruti traditional food and 

ursh of Atroshi. All these topics bring our attention to know Bangladesh and its beauty through 

the culture, food, and daily living life.  

A short description of the selected papers, article 1 is entitled, “The Reality of 

Commercialization of Different Cottage Industries in Bangladesh,”  it is written by Pinak 

Ray. Ray covers Bangladesh’s commercial production framework, crisis, and potential of a few 
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of the cottage industries. Paper 2 is “Symposium of Saint Legends of Bengal: The Chronicles 

and the Anecdotes,” this is written by Mehanz Tasnim. This paper sees how the saint legends 

stories became a part of Bangladeshi culture. Paper 3 is “Evaluate the Impact of Tea Garden 

on the Environment and Livelihood: A Folkloric Study on Kamalganj, Sylhet of 

Bangladesh,” this is written by Md. Khalid Hasan. the impact of the tea garden on the 

environment and the livelihood of Kamalganj.  

Paper 4 is “Evaluate the Influence of Tea-Laborer in Society and Culture of Greater 

Sylhet: Perspective Kamalganj Upazila, Bangladesh” ” is written by Saifur Rahman Sajal. 

After engaging various ethnic groups to produce tea, all start living together and share their 

cultural and social interaction. Paper 5 is “‘Guns of Barisal': A Mysterious Fable” is covered 

by Most. Sayeda Mohtarema. This paper aims to know how a mysterious phenomenon rocked 

the southern coast of Bangladesh in the 19th century.  

Article 6 is “The Vent of Women's Life in Folklore Materials: 'Folk Festive', 'Folk 

Manners' and 'Folk Game'” by Pinky Rani Kundu. In this article, folklore, folk tradition and 

the position of women in rural life have been embodied. The paper finds that there are many 

differences between the position and contribution of women in society. Paper 7 is “How 

Cultural Harmony can Build Through Folk-Culture: Folk-Belief and Folk-Rituals 

Explanation,” is written by Sauda Zaman Risha.  The study is designed and carried out to 

explore the perception of cultural harmony and folk culture. Article 8 is “Banabibi: The Patron 

Goddess of the Sundarbans” by Syed Arafur Rahman. In this article, the origins of Banabini 

and some legends regarding this deity which were collected by conducting fieldwork in Mangla 

(Bagerhat, Khulna) have been discussed.  

Next paper, 9 is “Traditional ‘Kalai Ruti’: Street to Restaurant” by Sadiya Tasnim 

Ananna. The article highlights how folk food has become a survival tool for the livelihood of the 

laboring people in the city of Rajshahi and how it exists with its various limitations in the 

competitive market of this capitalistic society. Research paper, 10 is “Ursh of Atroshi” 

presented by Kawshikur Rahman. “Urs or Urus (literal meaning wedding), is the death 

anniversary of a Sufi saint and the whole performance of Urus is analyzed in this paper.  

In academics, Bangladeshi and from other countries’ anthropologists also have researched 

deeply Bangladeshi folk culture but found its rural beauty and interesting stories of folk culture. 

Still, many other aspects have been untouched thus, a future scope can be explored through the 
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gender or diaspora perspectives. One can also explore the music forms of Bhatiali, Baul, 

Murshidi, and Bhawaiya. 

--- By DR MORVE ROSHAN K.  
Department of British Literature and Culture 

The Institute of English Studies 

University of Lodz, Poland, Europe 
and School of History, Philosophy and Social Sciences 

Bangor University, Wales, United Kingdom 
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